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DAVID DESMAREST HOUSE
or '
Gurd House
Nesg ar 0ld French Cemetery
River Road
New Milford, Bergen County
New Jersey

“"':""/

Ll . . . \ . Cpsn s ."'""{ - :;
Owner: Wrs. A.#.Curd. Alice hee Gerd  [ve Sabe S

Dete of Erection: About 1681,

: . " Architeect and Builder: No record.

Present Condltion: Good.

Number of Stories: One and a half, and cellfar.

Materials of Copstruction: Stone.

Other Exlsting Records: See text. 1

Additional Data: See following pages.

1 E11is, R.C., Colonial Dubch Houses in New Jerseys p. 2.
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ﬁg;ﬁourcé;of informatlon - Bergen Evehing Reéord, Oct. 19,'1933

At the bend ih'River-Road near 01d Bridge stands

- an attractive colonlal house, which is c¢losely linked

“historically wlth the French cemetery and the Samuel Dem-
arest house near New Bridge, for this, too, ig a relic
of the Huguenot settlement.

- About 1681 David Demarest, founder of the colony,
‘built it for his son, David, Jr. “Across the road on the
site of the present Zabriskie homegtead he bullt another
for his third son, Jean. West of these on the bank of
the river his own house had previously been bullt, and
~alse the mill, but the ‘home is the only one of the group

'sto survive.

. Although few houses in this vicznlty antedate
this ¢0ld landmark, the gtory of its origin is not gener-
-ally known. Twenty years ago the Bergen County Histori-
cal Society published a plcture of it, designating it

as "An- early Demarest house (builder and date unknown,"

"We found, however, that liss Saretta Demarest

':jof'Teaneck whose grandfather, Jost {George) Demarest

~wag born in this house in 1808, was able to furnish an
~authentiec history from its origin down to 1828, the date
her grandfather left it to move into a home of his own.
He 1ived until'1899'so liss Demarest had an opprortuni-
ty to get her information direct from one who knew the
family's history.

- : David Jr. and his wife, Rachel Cregson, whom he
“had married in Flatbush in 1675, were the owners until
David's death in 1691. As was customary the property °

. then came into the possesslion of their eldest son,

Jacobus (James), born in 1681, who married Leah DeGroot
in 1707 and after her death, Margrietje Haring. Their
son, Johannes (John), born in 1720, great-great-grand-
father of Saretta Demarest, next 1nherited it. His
wife was Rachel Zabriskle.

At the death of Johannes in 1783, Caspaures
(Caspar), born 1766, became the owner, The latter mar-
ried Rachel Vorhase in 1789, and lived until 1844, 1In
1428 he purchased the Brinkerhoff Manor House in Tea~-
neck where Miss Saretta llves,for Jost, one of his
younger SON8.

N The eldest son, Albert remzined to take full
. possession later of the ancestral home.



.. One important fact lacking in Miss Demarestls .7 .
files was the year in which it passed out of the hands =~ .
of the Demarest family. An interview wlth Miss-Ii.

Zabriskle at her home on the opposite side of the road
from the house in gquestion enabled us to complete the
story to date, for it was her great-grandfather, Henry
Zabriskle, who purchased it from the Demarests. She
first gave us the approximate dste, then went to look
among some old documents and discovered that she had
the deed, dated 1850, transferring the house and farm
from Albert Demarest and his wife, Rachel (formerly
Rachel Berdan) to Henry Zabriskie.

After the passing of Henry Zsbriskle in 1861,
her grandfather, John, and his wlfe lived here until
1890, From that date until about 1908 it was occupled
by various tenants who worked on the Zabriskle farms.
At one time & colored family lived in it. Then a
real estate flrm took 1t over and finally sold it %o
the late John A. Gurd, architect, who remodelled 1%
gsomewhst, but retained its colonlal charm, changing
its appearance tut very little. It is still the home
of Mrs. Gurd. o

Those who are seekling a true type of Dutich
house would pass this by, for it was not developed in
the usuval way. Although it 1s built of brown gand-
stone, only the o0ld kitchen reveals this faclt hecause
at sometlime in its long exlstence the sandstone hasg
been covered with plaster.

It has the usual gambrel roof, but has no
dormer windows. In addition 1o its original thatched
roof it has had three othersg. The interlior 1is very ‘
nuch like other Dutch houses on the ground floor, with
the wide hall extending from front to rear. There are
three fireplaces, and before the later changes were
mgde there was a Dutch oven.

For the past three-quarters of a century thisg
has been the home of go many different familles that
the Demarest influence seems obscure and very difficult
t0o ¢all back in the lmaginstion. And yet it was the
home of an unbroken line of Demarests for 169 years.

It is saild that a houge long occupled absorbs the vi-
brations of the personalities who dwell therein.

Therefore the predominating influence must
have been that of this French Huguenot family that had
acquired Dutch ways and merried 1nto Duteh familles.
An interesting 2 coincidence 1is that, with the ezcept-
ion of the two wilves of Jacobus, every mistress of the
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5fthis house during the Demarest ownership was named

) : Happlness and contentment prevaliled within these
walls, no doubt, for historians say the Huguenots had
“tha art of . living happlily. One would expect to find
here religious devotion, integrity, gentility, refine-
ment, and thrift, inasmuch as these are virtues ascribed
to the Huguenots, the rewards for whlch were high stand-
ing in the community, prosperity, and a happy existence.
This seems to have been true of the Demarests.

: Mreg. Frances Westervelt once remsrked in our
conversation about them, "In all my research and exper—
lence in this county's history, I have found no other
_famﬁly more honoraole and highly respected than this

one

"As rich as a Huguenot' had become a proverb _
‘in France during the reign of Louis XIV at the time the
Demarests left for Holland before coming to America.
Robinson says in his History of Western Euwope that,
#There. were perhaps a million Hugenots among fifteen
million Frenchmen, and they undoubtedly formed the most
ey T thrifty and enterprising part of the nation., They were
. : - 8killed in msnufacture, trade, and finance." Through
L . the error of trying to suppress Calvinism France lost
such citizens as these, but her logs was Bergen County's
gain. ' '

Even in the days when American colonists usu-
ally lived a simple life in primitive surroundings
there was an alr of prosperity, affluence and refine-
ment of taste gbout this household.

Hisgs Sarettse Demarest ownsg many heirlooms from
this home that confirm this assertion. There is, for
Instance, a palr of French tapesiry panels with Qualnt
hunting scenes, which when taken to the HMetropolitan
Huseum for apprilsal, were pronounced by experts to be
early 18th century French tapestries of considerable
value, and of a type that is exceedingly rare.

The Museun authorities wanted to buy them but
their offer was refuéﬁ because liss Demarest belleves
they should remoin i Bergen County to form a part of
New Jersey's share of Americana. There are also fine
pieces of antique French jewelry long age worn at wed-
dings and other soclety affairs in this old manor house.
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It may be Just a houge to the average passerby,

 but to the writer, it is a home where there has been a

"heap ot livin! #, a structure that brings to mind many

- fascinating pages of history, a landmark that makes one

conecious of this county's remarkable background.

Source of information -~ a letter from Mr. Clarence H.
Tabor, Jr. in charge of the Ridgewood office of the
New Jersey H.A.B.S5., to Mr. Seymour Williams, District
Officer - dated April Y4, 193L4.

Miiss Saretta Demarest is s direct descendant
of David DesMarest and has the genealogy of the famlw-
ly. She says the Gurd Housgse should be entitled ¥David
desiarest Sr. Houge' for David junlor inherited it from
his father and that David Sr. lived in the house. She
states that there was no other David Sr. house except
some shanty which the family may have lived in while
the real house was bullt. 5She also sgys the wing was
built first. If thie is so, and it seems most reason-
able, the Gurd House 1is the real heginning of the
" Demarest family in New Jersey.?
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